


BIO 

A string ensamble, founded in 2015 during the seminar “Cuartetos en 
escena” held by the Cuarteto Latinoamericano. Its members are professional 
musicians who excell at orchestral level as well as solosits and teachers:  Ilya 
Ivanov (violin), Carlos Quijano (violin), Felix Alanis (violin/viola) and Manuel 
Cruz (violoncello). 

The Cuarteto CHROMA are prize winners at Concurso Nacional de 
Cuartetos de Cuerdas “La Superior 2017” (second prize) in Monterrey, 
Mexico, Festival de Musica de Camara de Aguascalientes, Mexico 2016 (M.M. 
Ponce Prize) and Concurso Nacional de Musica de Camara ‘’Mateo Oliva”  
2016 (first prize). 

CHROMA has been coached by the Penderecki, American and Jose White 
Quartets. They have also taken classes with Ivo-Jan Van Der Werff (Medici 
Quartet) and Alan Durbecq ( Carlos Chavez Quartet). 

CHROMA’s aim is to achieve artistic quality through innovation and 
teaching of music as a universal language. Currently the quartet is 
considered to be a versatile and integral music proposal commited to art.

The group has held masterclasses at the Willamette University in Salem, 
Oregon, USA, Conservatorio Pernambucano in Recife,Brazil, Universidad 
de Costa Rica and throughout different cities in Mexico. They have also 
performed as solosists and in festivals such as Quartet Fest West, Allegra 
2015, NUNTEMPA 2015 and 2016 and Camerata Siglo XXI where they 
premiered diverse works.

The Cuarteto CHROMA has already drawn the attention of different 
composers, such as  Alejandro Basulto who dedicated his “Escenas 
Dancisticas’’ to them. Since Fall 2017 CHROMA is the first Graduate Quartet in 
Canada. They are enrolled in the String Quartet Program under the Lafayette 
Quartet at the Unviersity of Victoria, BC, Canada.



Members

Carlos Quijano Vásquez
Violin
Carlos Quijano was born in Xalapa, Mexico. He begun his violin 

studies under Mikhail Medvid and obtained his Bachelor degree from 

the  Universidad Veracruzana under Carlos Marrufo and Ryszard 

Zerynger. His chamber music teacher was Jose Arias.  He has attended 

masterclasses with the Escher, American and Leipzig Quartets as well 

as with the DeCoda Ensamble. As a member of CHROMA he is a winner 

of the ‘’M.M.Ponce’’ prize and the first prize at the Concurso Nacional 

de Musica de Camara ‘’Mateo Oliva’’. Currently, Carlos is the youngest 

violinist of the Xalapa Symphony. 

Ilya Ivanov Gotchev 
Violin/Viola
Born in Sofia, Bulgaria and graduated with honors from the National Music 

School in 2000. Ilya obtained his Bachelor Degree from the Universidad 

Veracruzana, Mexico, in 2009 and his Masters degree from the Royal 

Conservatory of Brussels, Belgium in 2012 with Magna Cum Laude. He is 

a member of the Xalapa Symphony and since 2014 is a violin professor 

at the Universidad Veracruzana. He has played throughout Europe and 

Mexico, as well as Australia, Guatemala, Brazil and the USA. First prize 

winner of the Concurso Nacional de Violin 2004 in Xalapa, Mexico, he 

participated in the YouTube Symphony Orchestra in 2011 under Michael 

Tilson Thomas and is a founding member of the CHROMA Quartet. 



Félix Alanís Barradas
Violin/Viola
Dr. Felix Alanis obtained his DMA from the University of Houston. He also 

has two Master’s degrees in Pedadogy and Violin Perfomance from the 

Texas Tech University. Felix has performed as solosit with many orchestras 

and has been part of festivals such as Kent Blossom, the Quartet Program, 

Youth Orchestra of the America’s, Campos do Jordao and more. He has 

taught at international festivals in Honduras, Colombia, Mexico and South 

Korea. He holds a third prize from the National Violin Competition in 

2010 in Mexico and a first prize from the Concurso Nacional de Musica de 

Camara 2016 in Naolinco, Mexico with the CHROMA Quartet. Dr. Alanis is 

an assistant concertmaster of the Xalapa Symphony, founding member 

of the CHROMA Quartet and a violin professor at the Instituto Superior de 

Musica in Xalapa, Mexico.

Manuel Cruz Morales
Cello
Born in the city of Veracruz and obtained his Bachelor degree in 2009 from 

the University of Veracruz and his Masters degree in Pedadogy in 2016. 

Manuel has attended masterclasses with Apolonio Arias, David Schepps, 

Javier and Gabriel Arias, as well as summer courses with Marcio Carneiro 

and Jean-Michelle Fonteneau in Morges, Switzerland. Manuel was a 

member of the Youth Symphony Orchestra of Veracruz from 2008 until 

2012. He has also been part from the Youth Orchestra of the Americas in 

2011. Currently, Manuel is a cello professor at the Universidad Veracruzana 

and principal cello at the Orquesta de Musica Popular of the Universidad 

Veracruzana. 



Programs 

The following repertoire is based on works written exclusively for string quartet as 
well as for string quartet as a solo group with a symphony orchestra. 

The choices of compositions are diverse and cover a large period from the 
Baroque era to the music of nowadays.

01 “The Classics’’
String Quartet No. 2,op.76, ‘’Fifths’’ (1796)
Franz Joseph Haydn (1732-1809)
Austrian composer. This quartet is part of Haydn’s 

last set of quartets.

String Quartet No.15, K.421/K417b (1783)
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756-1791) 
Born in Salzburg,Austria. This piece is the second 

quartet from the set dedicated to Haydn.

String Quartet No. 6, op.18 (1801)
Ludwig Van Beethoven (1770-1827)
Born in Bonn,Germany. This quartet was comissioned 

by the Prince Lobkowitz who used to hire Haydn to 

compose quartets.

02 ‘’A classic in the romanticism’’
String Quartet No. 12, op. 96 “American’’ (1893)
Antonin Dvorak (1841-1904)
Born in Prague. This quartet was written during 

Dvorak’s stay in the USA.

String Quartet No.1, op.44 (1839)
Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847)
Born in Hamburg, Germany. This quartet was 

permiered in Leipzig and is dedicated to the 

Prince of Sweden.

String Quartet in F major (1903)
Maurice Ravel (1875-1937)
Born in Ciboure, France. This quartet is influenced by 

Claude Debussy and was written when Ravel was 28 

years old. Music from the impressionist period. 



03 “The Death in the Music”
String Quartet No. 8(1960)
Dmitri Shostakovich (1906-1975)
Born in Saint Petersburg. This work was completed 

in only three days in Dresden,Germany.The composer 

codes his name with musical notes and the piece is 

dedicated to the victims of war and fascism.

String Quartet No.14 ‘’Death and the 
Maiden’’ (1824)
Franz Schubert (1797-1828)
Austrian composer. The theme, after which 

the quartet was named, is based on a lied by 

Schubert himself, called ‘’Death and the Maiden’’. 

Lyrics by Matthias Claudius.

04 “Día de los Muertos”
Performance of the work by Gabriela Ortiz, 
with examples and analysis. 
Altar de muertos (45 min) (1997)
Gabriela Ortiz (1964)
Born in  Mexico city. This work was composed for the 

Kronos Quartet and includes extra-musical elements 

such as masks, water drums, friar’s bones, an altar 

and more.

05 “Contemporary Mexico’’”
Escenas Dancisticas (2013)
Alejandro Basulto (1984)
Born in Yucatan, Mexico. This work won first prize 

at the ‘’Nuestra America” competition and is 

dedicated to CHROMA.

String Quartet No. 1 (1987, revised 1993)
Joaquín Gutiérrez Heras (1927-2012)
Born in Tehuacan, Puebla. Graduated in Composition 

from the Paris Conservatory.

Homenaje a Gismonti (1993)
Arturo Marquez (1950)
From Sonora, Mexico. Marquez is known for his use of 

mexican forms and music styles in his compositions. 

He was awarded with the Premio Nacional de Bellas 

Artes de Mexico. This work is dedicated to the Cuarteto 

Latinoamericano. 

Cuarteto per Archi III (1943/4)
Carlos Chávez (1899-1978)
The most well known Mexican composer from 

the XXI century.

06 “From Baroque 
to contemporary”
This program includes movements 
of works from varied music periods. It starts 
with an arrangement of the 3d Brandenburg 
Concerto by Bach, followed by Mozart, 
Haydn and so on until movie themes, 
tangos, jazz and contemporary music. 
Examples:

The Four Seasons
Antonio Vivaldi (1678-1741)

Caprice No.24 , arr. Oliverio Payan
Niccolo Paganini (1782-1840)

Suite from the opera “Carmen’’, 
arr. Oliverio Payan
Georges Bizet (1838-1875)

Por una cabeza from 
‘‘Scent of a Woman’’(1935)
Carlos Gardel (1883-1935)

“Beatles”
Lennon-McCartney

G&G (Jazz)
George Shearing, arr. Edgar Dorantes



Concerto for String Quartet 
and Orchestra

01. 
Introduction and Allegro op.47 (1905)
Edward Elgar (1857-1934)
Born in the UK. This piece is written for string quartet 

as a solo group and a symphony orchestra.

02. 
Concerto for String Quartet and Orchestra
James Yannatos (1929-2011)
Born in the USA, a student of Paul Hindemith 

and Darius Milhaud.

03. 
Concerto for String Quartet 
and Orchestra op.131
Louis Spohr (1784-1859) 
Born in Brunswick, Germany. This piece is from the 

early romantic period, reminding of Schumann and 

Mendelssohn.

04. 
Concerto for  String Quartet and Orchestra 
in B flat 
Arnold Schoenberg (1874-1951)
Austrian composer. This work was written in the 

summer of 1933 just before Schoenberg’s moving 

to the US. 

05. 
Concerto Grosso for String Quartet 
and Orchestra
Julian Orbon (1925-1991) 
From a Spanish and Cuban origins. 

This piece was written in 1958.



Costs

Honorarium per concert
$ 1,500.00 Dollars plus taxes*

A concert’s duration is aproximately 100 
minutes. The program is to be agreed by 
both sides. The Quartet offers a violin, viola 
and cello and/or chamber music masterclass 
(included in the concert cost).

*The price is negotiable.

Festival and course costs

The Quartet imparts individual instrument 
and chamber music lessons. The number of 
lessons and students can vary. If the Quartet 
is hired for more than four days they will 
offer a concert free of cost. Prices TBD. 

Contact information

email: 

cuartetochroma@gmail.com

webpage: 

www.cuartetochroma.com

Facebook: 

Cuarteto Chroma

Twitter: 

@cuartetoCHROMA1

YouTube: 

Chroma Cuarteto

Requierements

A concert hall or a similar space, conditioned 
for public and a chamber music group.

Four chairs without armrests.

Four stands.

Dressing rooms.

Transportation conditions 

A deposit of  30 per cent of the honorarium 
prior to travelling.

Rooming and meals for four musicians plus 
one cultural promoter (in case of necessity). 

Transportation for four/five people and 
four instruments: two violins, viola and 
violoncello. 

Aerial transportation to locations more than 
six hours away from the city of residence of 
the quartet,including a separate plane ticket 
for the violoncello(unless the organiser 
provides an instrument at the location).


